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Who Is Closer to Jesus (peace be upon him): Muslims or Jews?

In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Mercifiul

This question is not aimed at Muslims. From an early age, they grow up
knowing the answer. Even their children could respond to it with ease.
Rather, the question is directed to Christians who often ally themselves with
Jews against Muslims, assuming that the Jews are closer to Jesus and his
mother, Mary (peace be upon them both). To them, I say:

1. Faith in Jesus

Muslims believe in Jesus (peace be upon him) as a servant of God and His
messenger. No Muslim’s faith is valid without acknowledging him. Jews,
however, reject him and deny his prophethood.

2. Honouring Jesus

Muslims hold Jesus in the highest regard. To insult or demean him is
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considered a grave crime and an act of disbelief in Islam. Among Jews,
however, Jesus is cursed, insulted, and even accused of being born
illegitimately—with no shame or hesitation.

3. Reverence for Mary

Muslims believe that Mary, the daughter of ‘Imran and mother of Jesus, is the
greatest woman of all time—surpassing every other woman, including the
wives of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). She is deeply honoured,
and an entire chapter of the Qur’an, Sirah Maryam, is named after her. Jews,
by contrast, disparage her character and accuse her of grave immorality.

4. The Gospel

Muslims affirm the truth of the Gospel that was revealed to Jesus. Belief in it is
a condition of Islamic faith. Jews, on the other hand, deny the Gospel and
reject it completely.

5. Brotherhood of Prophets

Muslims see Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and Jesus (peace be
upon him) as brothers in prophethood and faith. Each affirmed the other, and
no true believer can separate between them. Jews, however, believed in
Moses (peace be upon him) while rejecting Jesus.

6. The Second Coming

Muslims believe that Jesus will return by God’s will to establish justice, peace,
and faith on earth. They look forward to his coming, ready to be his followers
and supporters. Jews, however, reject this belief and instead await the false
messiah—the Antichrist, the enemy of Jesus. They are already preparing to
support him against Jesus and those who follow him.

7. Relationship with Christians

The Qur’an describes Christians as closer in affection to Muslims than Jews or
idolaters,

because among them are priests and monks who are humble-hearted:

“You will surely find the nearest of them in affection to the believers those
who say, ‘We are Christians.’ That is because among them are priests and
monks and because they are not



arrogant.” (al-Ma’idah 5:82)

By contrast, Jews often regard Christians merely as tools to serve their
own ends. They dismiss them as being “upon nothing,” and feel no guilt in
deceiving or exploiting those outside their faith, as the Qur’an records:

“That is because they say, “There is no blame upon us concerning the
unlettered.” (Al Imran

3:75)
These points alone are enough to settle the matter.

So, let us return to the question that naturally arises—and whose answer is
already clear: Which group is truly closer to Jesus, more beloved to him, and
more deserving of his legacy—the Muslims or the Jews?

And yet, despite these clear differences, it is saddening to see some Christians
allying with Jews against Islam and Muslims, convinced that the Jews are
somehow nearer to them than the Muslims are.

Abdulmonem Mostafa Halimah
Abu baseer Altartousi
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